
Final Public Notice 

Notification is hereby given to the public that the South Dakota Office of School and Public 
Lands has requested funding from the Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA)’s High 
Hazard Potential Dam (HHPD) Program to rehabilitate Richmond Lake Dam.  This notification 
is provided pursuant to the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA), Section 106 of the 
National Historic Preservation Act (NHPA), Executive Orders 11988 – Floodplain Management, 
and Executive Order 11990 – Wetland Protection, and Federal agency implementation 
procedures described in 44 C.F.R. Part 9 and FEMA Directive 108-1. Funding from FEMA’s 
High Hazard Potential Dam program will be utilized to implement cost-effective dam safety 
projects that result in safer and more resilient communities. This project would incorporate a 
sustainable design that would add improvements to the dam to increase the useful life of the 
structure and minimize risk in future events.  

The South Dakota Office of School and Public Lands proposes to replace the spillway and 
embankment wall at Richmond Lake Dam. The primary spillway will be removed and replaced. 
The existing spillway structure material will be replaced with concrete and will consist of a 
labyrinth weir into a stepped chute spillway into a stilling basin. The approach channel to the 
proposed spillway will be sloped back to the reservoir to help mitigate sediment deposition. The 
concrete bridge over the spillway will be removed and replaced with a five-girder section to 
maximize available clearance for debris. To address seepage, it is proposed to install a cutoff 
wall at the existing dam embankment. The cutoff wall will be 1700-ft long extending from the 
auxiliary spillway to past the northern side of the new primary spillway. Construction activities 
would be in accordance with all applicable federal, state and local laws, regulations and 
ordinances.  

With this public notice, FEMA is informing the public that the proposed action would occur in 
areas that are mapped within the 100-year floodplain and floodway. The President of the United 
States has issued Executive Orders that require Federal Agencies to focus attention on the 
environment, human health and safety when considering the funding of an action. Executive 
Orders 11988 – Floodplain Management and 11990 – Wetland Protection require federal 
agencies to avoid to the extent possible the long- and short-term adverse impacts associated with 
the occupancy and modification of floodplains/wetlands and to avoid direct and indirect support 
of floodplain/wetland development wherever there is a practicable alternative. There are no 
practicable alternatives outside the floodplain for this proposed project. It is anticipated that 
long-term benefits of the proposed project are greater than the short-term adverse impacts during 
the construction process.  

The project proponent has obtained appropriate permits as required by Sections 401 and 404 of 
the Clean Water Act. FEMA has evaluated potential effects of the proposed project on historic 
properties, and determined there will be an adverse effect. FEMA has consulted with the South 
Dakota State Historic Preservation Office (SHPO) to determine the appropriate treatment 



measures to minimize the adverse effect of the dam throughout the construction phase of this 
project. Those required treatment measures will be applied to the project as conditions. FEMA 
also consulted with the United States Fish & Wildlife Service (USFWS) on impacts to the 
Whooping Crane and its critical habitat within or near the project area. USFWS determined the 
proposed project may affect but is not likely to adversely affect the Whooping Crane. Conditions 
will also be added to the project to prevent any impacts to the species and its habitat.  

A public comment period for the proposed project described in this notice will remain open for 
15 days from date of publication. If no substantive comments are received, the proposed project 
may proceed no sooner than 15 days after the comment period closes. Interested persons may 
obtain more detailed information about the proposed project by contacting Deputy 
Commissioner Justin Nagel by email: justin.nagel@state.sd.us, by phone: 605-773-3303 or by 
mail sent to the South Dakota Office of School & Public Lands, 500 East Capitol Avenue, Suite 
108, Pierre, SD 5750. Information may also be requested by emailing fema-r8ehp@fema.dhs.gov 
or by mail sent to the Denver Federal Center, P.O. Box 25267, Denver, Colorado, 80225, subject 
line: Richmond Lake Dam.  
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